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Knowledge cannot be attained without self sacrifice. India is poor and
its wants are many; but this is a condition to be resolutely faced, as other
nations have faced it in the past and as many others must face it in the future.
The people must rise superior to their circumstances and realise that more
knowledge is their greatest need, their greatest want. They must be brought
up to love books, not simply attractive bindings or pretty pictures, but their
contents. They must be taught to regard books as a part of their lives.
Libraries will not then appear aluxury, but a necessity of existence.

For the want of mental sustenance we lose many of the pleasures and
opportunities that God has placed at our disposal. All of our faculties are not
developed. We must educate them and teach others to do the same, that is
whatlibraries are for the numbers who avail themselves of the opportunities
offered may be few, but that should not descourage those who, like many of
you, are workers in libraries. Your duties and responsibilities are great,
greater even than those of magistrates and Subas.* You are the servants of
the whole community. You must induce them to read more and more books.
Particularly the children - who are the hope of the future generations. Mr.
Borden realises the importance of this phase of the work as well as [ do, and I
have no doubt that his idea will be well carried out by his staff. [ have no
desire, therefore, to labour the point. One other thing however | would urge
upon you the importance of the sympathetic and polite treatment of all
readers, whatever their condition. I advise library workers to bear this
continually in mind, a on this depends the complete success of the library
work.

Sayajirao Gaekwad

(Sir Syajirao Gaekwad - At a meeting of the
Baroda Central Library Club on October 29th 1912)

* Administrative Heads of Districts.
Thanks to Pratapbhai Maheta
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